
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELEASE DATE: APRIL 2, 2008 
 
SUBJECT:  HIGH SCHOOL POETRY CONTEST WINNERS ANNOUNCED 
 
SOURCE:  Peter Clarke, Professor of English 
    866-0300, ext. 8200 
 

Herkimer, NYðHerkimer County Community College has announced the winners of its annual High School Poetry  

Contest. The contest, open to students in grades 9-12 from Herkimer County high schools (including home-schooled), or  

high school students who are residents of Herkimer County, had 84 entries this year from eight schools. 

 Tied for first place winner are Shannon Straney, a junior at West Canada Valley Central; and Lauren Hammont, a  

junior at Owen D. Young Central. Straneyôs poem is entitled ñRed Scare,ò while Hammontôs is ñMourning Village.ò 

 There were five runners-up: Shawna Cunningham, a senior at West Canada Valley for her entry ñFalling Love;ò  

Jeff Near, Ilion High School, Untitled; Elizabeth Lewis, a junior at West Canada Valley for ñThe Journey;ò Cassandra  

Bicking, a junior at Herkimer High School for ñA Second Look in the Mirrorò and Marqwesein Mann, a freshman at Ilion  

Jr. Sr. High School, for ñThe Demon Within.ò 

 Winners will be awarded cash prizes while guests at the annual Faye Eichholzer Poetry Reading to be 

held Tuesday, April 15 at 7 p.m. in Alumni Hall, McLaughlin College Center. The reading is open to the 

public free of charge. HCCC faculty, staff, students and alumni will join in reading their poems. The high school contest 

winners are also welcome to read their poems. 

 The contest is sponsored and judged by HCCC English and Humanities faculty. Refreshments will be served  

after the reading. 
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FOR MEDIA ONLY: FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT KATHERINE MONTANO, 866-0300 OR  
888-GO 4-HCCC, EXT. 8259. 



 


